Consumer Advisory Committee Meeting
November 17, 2005

MINUTES

Committee members, partners & others attending:  Irwin Hott, Cheryl Blevins, Michael Southern, Barbara Mates, Lese Seavers, George Pyle, Donna Reeves, Janell Brown, Mark Foersterling, Connie Schultz (for Donna Foust), Eric Duffy, Sandy Johnson, Rodean Turner, and Jim Buchman.
Committee members & partners absent:  Katherine Kadish, James Donnan, Donna Foust, Elmer Fisher, Mona Pocatko, Joel Husenits.
INTRODUCTIONS:  The meeting was held in the board room of the State Library of Ohio.  It was called to order at 10:36 AM. by Irwin Hott, chair.  Each attendee introduced him or herself.

MINUTES:  Janell Brown moved and George Pyle seconded, approval of the August 18, 2005 meeting minutes as corrected.  These minutes, as well as future minutes, will be posted on the State Library’s web site:  http://winslo.state.oh.us 

REGEIONAL REPORTS:
CLEVELAND LBPH:  Barbara Mates reported on the PlayAway products, which are portable, pre-loaded digital audio books.  A sample was given to Jim Buchman for demonstration purposes. Additional information on these devices can be found at www.playawaydigital.com.

Barbara also reported that for the second time, the Cleveland LBPH was an NLS test site for the new Digital Talking Book Machine (DTBM).  Users were given the opportunity for hands on use of the prototype DTBM that is being developed.  NLS is stressing that everyone be able to use these machines, regardless of their physical abilities.  NLS expects to begin distribution of the new DTBM in 2008. 

Upcoming book discussion dates will be December 8th, 12th 2005, March 9th, and April 13th 2006.  
CINCINNATI LBPH:  Connie Schultz reported on their first patron appreciation day, which was seen as a real success.  She noted that everyone was extremely busy helping patrons during the appreciation day.  
STATE LIBRARY REPORT:  Jim Buchman welcomed a new member, Mark Foersterlling, who replaces the seat vacated by Josh Frum. 
The CAC membership renewals were approved at the September 29, 2005 State Library Board meeting.  In the future, the State Library Board requests that we offer more than one choice to fill a vacancy.  If possible, we will try to offer five to six individuals to fill four seats, which will be open in October 2006. 
The CAC Bylaws were approved with changes at the October 27, 2005 State Library Board meeting.  Changes were minor and did not affect the intent of content of the bylaws submitted by the CAC. 

Jim also gave an update on the use success of Tumble Talking Books.  Discussion from committee members focused on making Tumble Talking Books accessible to blind and low vision users. Specifically, Tumble Talking Books does not work with JAWS or WindowEyes.  Users cannot stop a book and then pick-up where they left off when using these programs.  Also, it is barely usable to low vision users since users cannot use keystrokes to control the program.  It was also suggested that the Tumble Talking Books program use a standard windows interface.  

Jim will draft a letter to Tumble Talking Books listing the group’s concerns and asking for clarification of future plans to make the product accessible to blind and low vision users. 

PARTNER REPORTS:
Radio Reading Services: Donna Reeves reported that the radio reading services are in the process of converting their Ohio Telephone Reader system to digital and hope to have it ready for consumer testing within the next month, barring any technical glitches.  
The Etech Ohio Commission is gearing up to conduct its annual Ohio Public Broadcasting Awards with entries submitted by public radio and radio reading services.  Since he has familiarity with radio reading and broadcasting, as well as technical expertise, Irwin Hott was asked, and has graciously agreed, to participate as one of a panel of three judges who will judge the public broadcasting awards.  Winning entries will have awards presented at the Etech Annual Technology Conference in February, 2006 
OLD BUSINESS:  None


NEW BUSINESS:  
Schedule of 2006 Meetings:  (NOTE: Some of these dates were changed since this meeting.  The dates below are the CURRENT SCHEDULE. 
· Tuesday, March 14th
· Thursday, May 11th
· Thursday, August 17th
· Friday, September 15th, Annual Conference

· Thursday, November 16th
All meetings are scheduled to be held at the State Library of Ohio, and will begin at 10:30.  

The next meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2006 at 10:30 at the State Library of Ohio.
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 PM.

Minutes submitted by:  Rodean Turner and Jim Buchman
