
Exploring unique library collections is a 
fascinating adventure into our culture 
and history. From contemporary 
materials to ancient artifacts, libraries 
provide access to many unusual 
collections. The nature of the access 
varies according to the type and 
location of libraries, format of 
materials, digital equipment and 

storage capabilities. Preservation and storage 
sustainability allows some libraries to house rare and 
historically significant materials. Some unusual 
collections are creative solutions to community needs 
while others come about through community donations 
or end-of-life charitable trusts.  more... 

 

Harrison county History of Coal Museum at 
Paskarich Public Library 
When entering the lower level of the 
Puskarich Public Library located in 
Cadiz, Ohio, one is brought back to an 
almost silent time of yesterday. The 
Harrison Co. History of Coal Museum 
was designed and built in 1994 from a 
grant designated by the Ohio General 
Assembly.  more... 
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Shields Trade Card Collection at 
Miami University 
The Firestone ephemera is one of a 
collection of thousands of colorful trade 
cards at Miami University’s Walter 
Havighurst Special Collections that 
illustrate how companies like Firestone 
promoted innovative products through 
clever advertising strategies during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries.  more... 

Special Needs Learning 
Library in Holmes County 
The Holmes County Training Center’s 
Special Needs Lending Library is a 
joint project between the Holmes 
County District Public Library and the 
Holmes County Training Center. 
After many months of working with a 
committee at the Training Center, it 
was decided that the library would 

collaborate on an LSTA Grant for the 2007 funding 
period. more... 

Cowan Pottery Museum at 
Rocky River Public Library 
The Rocky River Public Library, 
Rocky River, Ohio (a suburb of 
Cleveland) is the home of the 
Cowan Pottery Museum .  The 
exhibits of the Cowan Pottery 
Museum are located throughout 
the Rocky River Public Library and 

represent a visual cultural heritage unique to Rocky 
River.  more... 

Canal Fulton Library’s Equipment Collection 
This library has a collection of circulating equipment that 
was the brain child of long ago director Tom 
Brownfield. In the 1970’s, money was in short supply, just 
like our present recession. Tom thought of how he could 
both attract more users to the library and serve his 
community in a unique way. more... 

50,000 Rare Items at the Public 
Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County 

The Public Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamilton County contains a collection of 
over 50,000 rare items. Among these rare 
items are things that have not been on 

display for several years. In fact, until recently, their 
existence was not widely known. One example is a 4,000 
year old ancient Babylonian cuneiform.  more... 
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Papers in the 
State Library 
Rare Book 
Room 
While conducting 
my practicum at 
the State Library, 
I, along with 
Shannon Kupfer, Digital and Tangible Media 
Cataloger here at the State Library, came across a 
collection of about one hundred and twenty 
unidentified loose papers in the rare books 
room.  more... 

Mother Goose Boxes at Tiffin-Seneca Public 
Library 
Tiffin-Seneca Public Library has a total of 16 Mother Goose 
Boxes that are available for checkout. Originally they 
were used exclusively for Home Daycare providers, but 
were later made available for use by preschool teachers 
and other daycare centers. more... 

Unique materials in the State 
Library’s Government 
Documents Collection 
There is a mystery writer hidden in a 
federal Army document. During 
WWII, Cpl. Dashiell Hammett was one 
of the authors of The Battle of the 
Aleutians: a Graphic History, 1942-

1943. Already a successful mystery writer when he 
joined the Army as a private, Hammett was the creator 
of detectives Sam Spade in The Maltese Falcon and 
Nick and Nora Charles in The Thin Man. more... 

Baking with the Montpelier Public Library 
When our Library was started in 1927, I’m sure that the 
staff and board never could have dreamed of all that 
Libraries have and do for patrons today. Some of the 
most unusual items available to be checked out at the 
Montpelier Public Library are cake pans and cookie 
cutters. The cookie cutters available are either the 
alphabet or numbers.  more... 
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