Ohio Library Summit - 21May2007
South West Regional discussion group — Brief Summary

General Comments:

1.

N

9.

The public schools expressed concern over the seriousness of the staff and
resource shortages that they are experiencing. They are not receiving enough
support for training and they need assistance in learning about and using the
existing resources.

Everyone would like to see a consistent interface for the access to academic,
public, and school electronic resources. They are looking for seamless transitions,
ease of use, and single entry point to information.

Resource sharing is very popular and has support among a wide audience. It was
asked if we should consider investing more in electronic resources, as opposed to
the physical resources. It might ease delivery of content or be more cost effective.
The small rural public libraries are isolated and need more options for
communicating and getting training for their staff members.

Standards for digitization should be established before more projects are started.
Core set of knowledge points — libraries, equipment, library worker knowledge
Branding — develop single brand across multi-type libraries, develop loyalty
Communication issues — People in the library community don’t fully understand
all the available resources, both those that are available to staff and those that are
available to their patrons.

Emphasis on getting younger people involved in all aspect of the process.

Question 1: Components

1.

Statewide library card for reserving books and access to electronic resources.

Question 2: Funding

1.

2.

A pole tax - a local tax to telecommunication providers based on the number of
poles or towers being used to support the telecommunication process.

Database spending - Many people believe we are not getting our money’s worth
out of what we are spending on some of the databases. Can some of this money
be directed elsewhere?

Question 3: Most effective message

1.
2.

The economic development of the State depends on the success of the cooperation
There is a “Collective Value” that is important to the good of the State and its’
residents.

Library as the focus of community / Library as Place

Question 4: Roles

1.

2.
3.
4

Use current lobbyist to provide assistance to reach the legislators.

Everyone should continue working in groups, like in this meeting.

Get all groups (academic, public, school, other) together more often.
Stakeholders group needs to grow to include legislators and superintendents.
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