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In January, R. Jane 
Thomas leaves the 
State Library 
Service Center as 
director and 
Raymond Mulhern 
becomes director 

Shirley Sippola 
resigns in 
April as 
director and R. 
Jane Thomas 
becomes the 
new director 

Delivery of 
the 1st 
bookmobile in 
November 

Regional Library 
Center opens in 
January, located 
on Olive 
Shopping Lane.  
Shirley Sippola 
director 

In January, 
bookmobile 
put on the 
road.  1st year 
circulation was 
69,240 books 
for Noble and 
Monroe 
counties 

SEO History Timeline 

In July, Raymond 
Mulhern leaves 
the State Library 
Service Center 
and Susan 
Schmidt becomes 
director 

Four of 13 libraries 
joined to form a 
consortium using 
“CLSI” through phone 
lines and multiplexors.  
Interest grew until all 
13 libraries used a 
shared circulation 
system which is housed 
and maintained at SEO 

Changed 
automation 
vendors to 
Dynix 

In April, became a 
Talking Book Sub 
Lending Agency 
serving 5 counties 
Belmont, Noble, 
Monroe, Morgan, 
Perry 

In June Susan 
Schmidt leaves the 
State Library 
Service Center. In 
December, F. 
Ward Murrey 
becomes director 



 
 

 

1998 1998 1999 2001 2002 2003 2005 2006 2007 
 

In January, 
dedication 
ceremony for the 
SEO Library 
Center Annex, in 
honor of F. Ward 
Murrey 

SEO History Timeline 

New mobile lab 
hit the road 
with latest 
technology 

Christine 
Tucker retires 
in June as 
director.  
Dianna Clark 
is named as 
the new 
director 

SEO gained 
ownership of 
the SOLO 
building 
located next 
door 

Name change 
of SEO from 
Southeastern 
Ohio Library 
Center to SEO 
Library Center 
with SEO 
standing for 
Serving Every 
Ohioan 

In December, 
bookmobile 
service ended 

Building 
addition 
project 
completed 

Christine 
Tucker is 
named 
director 

Assembled a 
Governance Task Force 
for SEO that is 
geographically balanced 
proportionate to 
membership and has 
representatives from all 
sizes of libraries 

June 1998 
heavy rains 
and fierce 
storms 
flooded 
eastern 
Ohio.   Over 
7,700 of 
books 
destroyed by 
flood 

In 
November, 
F. Ward 
Murrey 
retires after 
37 years of 
service with 
the State 
Library of 
Ohio 

Expanded 
services and 
outreach to 
consortium 
members 
introducing a 
mobile 
computer 
training lab 


