
LSTA ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
May 2, 2012

Minutes

Attendance:  Doug Bean (User); Belinda Boon (Kent State University School of 
Library and Information Science); Kelly Broughton (Ohio University); Beverly Cain 
(State Library); Doug Evans (OLC); Stephen Hedges (OPLIN); Missy Lodge (State 
Library); Deb Logan (Mt. Gilead Exempted Village Schools): Cindy McLaughlin 
(User); John Magill (OhioLINK); Steve Marine (University of Cincinnati); David 
Namiotka (State Library); Mary Nemeth (Metropolitan Education Council); Jeff 
Regensburger (Worthington Libraries); Jennifer Schwelik (INFOhio); Julia Ward 
(State Library).

Missy Lodge called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

A brief overview was provided of current and/or ongoing projects that are 
supported with LSTA funds.  The Advisory Council received updates on the 
ongoing projects KnowItNow24x7, the Ohio Web Library, and the Ohio Library for 
the Blind and Physically Disabled.  Information was also provided on three 
special projects that are being supported with LSTA funds—Library Leadership 
Ohio, Connecting to Collections, and special ILS grants to join a consortium.

Missy Lodge then discussed the LSTA Five-Year Evaluation 2008-2012 that was 
completed by the Pelz Library Group and submitted to IMLS prior to the March 
31, 2012 deadline.  Council members received a copy of the Evaluation report 
electronically.  A Summary of the Evaluation can be found on the State 
webpage. Ms. Lodge noted that the Evaluation will be one of the cornerstones 
for the development of the LSTA Five-Year Plan 2013-2018.  Several members of 
the Council noted that they thought the Evaluation was very thorough.  

Missy Lodge provided the Council with an LSTA budget overview.  The FFY10 
award, which had to be expended by September 2011, was slightly higher due 
to a one time infusion of funds by Congress.  The FFY10 award was $5,879,314. 
The award was $5,307,272f for FFY11 and our current award, FFY12 (to be 
expended by September 2013) saw a further reduction to $5,120,439.  The 
President has requested level funding for FFY13 but it is still very early in the 
budget process.  Ohio will have a reduction because of population loss in the 
2010 census.  Changes in federal funding must be kept in mind as we move 
forward with the 2013-2018 Plan.  In thinking about the next Plan, Ms. Lodge also 
noted that IMLS is looking for broader partnerships in the areas of health, 

http://library.ohio.gov/lpd/lsta-five-year-evaluation-summary


workforce development, and civic engagement.  The LSTA reauthorization also 
includes training for current and future librarians.  

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a discussion of the next LSTA Five-
Year Plan.  State Library staff had developed a rough outline of goals and 
objectives.  The goals were modeled after the goals from the IMLS strategic 
plan.  The Advisory Council provided thoughts, suggestions and comments on 
each goal:

Goal 1:  Learning:  Engaging and empowering learning experiences:  The State 
Library of Ohio supports programs and experiences that assist libraries in 
preparing individuals to be active learners and full participants in the local 
communities and the global society.

• Diverse populations should include ethnicity, seniors, socio-economic, rural 
and urban poor, etc.  

• Any competitive grants for targeted populations must include a 
partnership aspect.

• For training, there should be a focus on the next generation of librarians. 

Goal 2:  Community:  Community anchor institutions:  The State Library of Ohio 
promotes libraries as strong community anchors that enhance civic 
engagement, cultural opportunism and economic vitality. 

• Entrepreneurship should be included; the library is a means to help build a 
better community.

• There should be a methodology to track data to determine if a difference 
is being made; for example, tracking students from kindergarten into 
secondary programs.

Goal 3:  Content:  Discovery of knowledge and cultural heritage.  The State 
Library of Ohio supports exemplary stewardship of library collections and 
promotes the use of technology to facilitate discovery of knowledge and 
cultural heritage.

• Minimum standards for digitization should be used for any grant programs 
and open standards should be used so that metadata can be harvested.

• A prioritization should be developed for digitization in the state.

Goal 4:  Access:  Sustain access to knowledge.  The State Library of Ohio works 
to sustain and increase access to information and ideas.

• For eBooks, there should be a training program on devices and/or a 
database of training content.



• There needs to be an eBook consortium for schools or the development of 
virtual collections for schools.  

• There should be inclusion of language as the library is the place to create. 

Goal 5:  Model public agency:  The State Library of Ohio will utilize Library 
Services and Technology Act resources to maximize benefits to Ohio libraries 
and residents. 

Ms. Lodge noted that all of the Council’s comments will be compiled and taken 
into consideration as the Five-Year Plan is developed.  State Library staff that has 
responsibility for programs funded with LSTA has been asked to provide activities 
and ideas as well. Other data sources include the Evaluation recommendations, 
State Library Board comments, and results from a survey sent out in February. 
The Plan will be developed in May and will be sent to the Advisory Council for 
comment in late May or early June.  It will also be posted on the State Library 
website for comment by the Ohio library community.  The Plan must be 
submitted to IMLS by June 30, 2012.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.


